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POLICY STATEMENT

 
 
EXECUTIVE & INTERGOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

NUNAVUT ACTS DESIGNATION POLICY

 
The Government of Nunavut is committed to a government that is fair,
transparent, and is reflective of Inuit societal values.

 
The Nunavut Acts Designation Policy designates departments and ministers
responsible for Acts in Nunavut.

 
PRINCIPLES

 
This policy is based on the following principles:

 
• The Government of Nunavut is committed to being an open, responsive, and 

accountable government.
 
APPLICATION
This policy applies to all departments and agencies of the Government of
Nunavut.

 
 
 
DEFINITIONS
Act: A statute that has received assent from the Legislative Assembly of
Nunavut.

 
List of Act Responsibilities: A comprehensive list of current acts, which 
designates the lead and support responsibilities for each.

 
Lead: Is a department or agency of the Government of Nunavut or the Legislative
Assembly of Nunavut who has the primary responsibility for an act.

 
Support: is a department or agency of the Government of Nunavut or the
Legislative Assembly of Nunavut who has certain responsibilities under an Act 
but does not have lead responsibility for the legislation.

 
 
 
ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

 
Cabinet will review the designations of all acts at the beginning of each new 
government and may review them at other times as desired.
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Ministers are the legally responsible  actors designated under territorial Acts, 
unless otherwise stated in the Act.

 
The Department of Executive and Intergovernmental Affairs is responsible for
administration of this policy.

 
The Department of Justice advises on the assignment of act responsibilities.

 
PROVISIONS

 
Many acts in Nunavut do not stipulate which minister, department or agency is 
responsible for their implementation.

 
In order to support transparency, Cabinet will review and approve the List of Act
Responsibilities included in the appendix.

 
Unless otherwise indicated, the lead is the department or agency as well as the 
Minister responsible for implementing the act and bringing forward legislative
changes.

 
PREROGATIVE OF EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

 
Nothing in this directive shall in any way be construed to limit the prerogative of
Executive Council to make decisions or take action respecting the assignment of 
responsibilities for Acts of the Government of Nunavut, outside the provisions of
this policy.

 
SUNSET

 
This Policy will be effective from the date of approval until December 31, 2021.
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