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128(1) Operating a vehicle without  
lights in Operation

128(2) Failing to dim lights
138(1) Sounding horn or bell so as to  

make unreasonable noise
138(2) Operating a vehicle in manner  

causing loud and unnecessary noise
146(2), (3), (5)
 Operating a vehicle without  

wearing seat belt
146(6) Failing to secure a child in  

Child Restraint System
154(1) Careless driving
161(1) Failing to stop vehicle at red light
162, 163, 165, 168(1)
	 Failing	to	obey	traffic	control	device
166, 212 Failing to stop
169 Speeding 15 km/h or less in excess
169 Speeding 16 km/h up to and  

including 30 km/h in excess
169 Speeding 31 km/h up to and
 including 50 km/h in excess 
171 Driving at unreasonable speed
172 Driving unreasonably slowly
174 Driving on the left when prohibited
177 Drving across median
182, 183 Overtaking on left unsafely
184 Overtaking turning vehicle unsafely
188, 189 Failing to be overtaken properly
190 Overtaking a vehicle improperly
192 Following too closely
193, 194 Backing up unsafely
195 Improper right turn
196, 197 Improper left turn
200, 201, 202
 Signaling improperly 
204-207, 209
 Failing to yield right of way
208 Failing to obey yield sign

217 Failing to stop for school bus
225(2) Driving without adequate control or view
228 Unauthorized coasting
230 Following or parking too closely to 

operational	fire	fighting	vehicles
231	 Driving	over	unprotected	fire	hose
233 Driving on sidewalk
234 Opening vehicle door dangerously
235 Stunting
236 Racing
242 Unsafe operation of motorcycle
243 Failing to wear helmet while  

operating motorcycle
244 Operating motorcycles abreast
248 Towing of bicycle, sled, or other play vehicle
250 Failing to yield right of way to Pedestrian
251 Passing a stopped vehicle at crosswalk 
259(1) (a) Failing to remain at scene of Accident
262(1) Failing to report accident
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5, 6, 7 Contravening vehicle dimension restriction
8, 10, 11, 12
 Failing to display required  

signs,	lights,	flags
8, 9 Operating vehicle without  

required escort vehicles
16(b) Failing to maintain radio contact 
 between escort vehicle and vehicle
17(3) Failing to display proper over-
 dimension sign
18, 19 Failing to secure load properly
20(2) Operating truck tractor semi-trailer
 with excessive effective overhang
28 Operating pole truck with excessive
 load overhang
41(3) Failing to obey sign, signal or marking
 relating to weigh scales
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Large Vehicle Control Regulations

Section Description         Demerit
No.             Points

This pamphlet is distributed for your 
information and assistance by the 

Motor Vehicles Division, Department 
of Economic Development and 
Transportation, Government of 

Nunavut. It is not a statement of law.  

For	official	purposes	refer	to	the	
Driver’s Licence Demerit Point 

Regulation; go to www.gov.nu.ca/edt, 
click the Documents/Resources link and 

search under D.

If	you	require	more	detail	or	clarification	
concerning the Driver’s Licence Demerit 

Point Regulation, please contact:

Your Driving  
Attitude Counts

NOW
More Than  

EVER

ᐱᕙᓪᓕᐊᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᑦ ᐃᖏᕐᕋᔪᓕᕆᔨᒃᑯᓪᓗ
Department of Economic Development and Transportation

Pivalliayuliqiyikkut Ingilrayuliqiyitkullu
Ministère du Développement économique et des Transports

Motor Vehicles Division
Department of Economic  

Development and Transportation
Government of Nunavut

P.O. Box 10 
Gjoa Haven, NU

X0B 1J0

Telephone: (867) 360-4613
Toll-free: 1-888-975-5999

Email: edt@gov.nu.ca
www.gov.nu.ca/edt



The Demerit Point System  
works like this:

•	 The Registrar of Motor Vehicles will add 
demerit points to your driving record as the 
Registrar becomes aware of your convictions.

•	 At eight (8) demerit points - the Registrar 
will notify the driver by registered mail of 
the points accumulated.

•	 At 12 or more demerit points - the driver 
will	be	notified	by	registered	mail	of	the	
number of points accumulated on his/her 
driver’s record.  The Registrar will arrange a 
telephone or personal interview between 
the driver and a driver examiner or a driver 
review	officer.		The	driver	must	attend	the	
interview as arranged.  If he/she fails to 
attend the interview when required to do 
so, the driver’s licence will immediately be 
suspended and will remain suspended until 
the completion of a telephone or personal 
interview.

•	 At 15 demerit points - the driver’s licence 
is suspended and remains suspended for 
a period of 30 days.  The Registrar may 
demand surrender of the licence for the 
period of the suspension.  On the date of 
the suspension, the number of points on 
the driver’s record is reduced to seven (7).  
Therefore, once a licence is returned after 
the suspension period, any additional points 
would again bring the driver to the interview 
level.  A fee of $33.40 must be paid to 
reinstate a driver’s licence once the 
demerit point suspension period is over.

Demerit points may be reduced once in a two-
year period, if a driver completes an approved 
driver training course. If the driver reaches a 
level of 15 points a second time, the driver’s 
licence will be cancelled for a minimum period 
of 30 days to a maximum period of two years.

Appeal process:  A person may appeal the 
length of the cancellation by submitting to 
the Minister of Economic Development and 
Transportation a notice of appeal within 45 
days after receiving the notice of cancellation.

Demerit Point Condition for Drivers 
Holding a Valid Class 7 Nunavut 
Driver’s Licence

•	 At	five	(5)	or	more	demerit	points - the 
Registrar shall refuse to issue a higher 
class of driver’s licence to the driver until 
a six-month period has elapsed during 
which the driver has not accumulated 
any further demerit points.  

Other reasons why you may lose 
your driving privilege

Medical Suspensions:  It is the duty of every 
doctor to report to the Registrar the name of 
a person of driving age who in the doctor’s 
opinion is suffering from any condition that 
might make it dangerous for them to operate a 
motor vehicle.

This	information	is	confidential	between	a	
doctor and the Registrar and is not open to 
public inspection.  However, it may result 
in the suspension of a driver’s licence until 
medical evidence is received, satisfactory 
to the Registrar, that the condition no longer 
presents a safety hazard.

Non-payment of a judgement:  Where 
a person is liable under a judgement of a 
court in any jurisdiction for damages arising 
out	of	a	traffic	accident,	the	Registrar	may	
cancel the driver’s licence until the terms of 
the judgement have been met.

Discretionary Suspensions:  Your driver’s 
licence may be suspended for any of the 
following reasons in the Motor Vehicles Act 
and its regulations:

•	 Knowingly making a false statement in 
an application for a licence.

•	 Where a cheque is submitted in 
payment for a driver’s licence or vehicle 
registration and the cheque is not 
honoured by the bank. 

Mandatory Suspensions:  If a driver is 
convicted or found guilty of a driving offence 
under the Criminal Code, the driver’s 
licence will be suspended in accordance 
with the terms set out by the courts.

Driver’s Licence “demerits” count as points 
against your driver’s licence. An accumulation 
of demerit points could result in the loss of your 
driving privilege.

Being a good driver is not only positive from a 
safety point of view, it also contributes to the 
public good.  Keeping a good record allows you 
to maintain reasonable insurance premiums, and 
permits you the freedom to operate a vehicle 
without licence restriction.

The Driver’s Licence Demerit  
Point Regulation

The Driver’s Licence Demerit Point Regulation 
under the Motor Vehicles Act came into effect in 
Nunavut on April 1, 1999.  When transferring your 
driver’s licence in or out of any North American 
jurisdiction, your driver’s record is transferred  
with you. 

The Demerit Point System is designed to 
identify	persistent	traffic	violators,	and	protect	
pedestrians and careful motorists from drivers 
who abuse the privilege of operating motor 
vehicles.  Demerit points will be recorded on 
the driver’s record upon conviction of a driving-
related offence, and will remain on the driver’s 
record for 24 months.

The aim of the Demerit Point  
System is driver improvement.   
Drivers who consistently 
accumulate points can 
have their driving 
privilege suspended.


