
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION MANUAL 
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

 
 
1. What is the Financial Administration Manual (FAM)? 

 

The FAM is an official document that contains directives issued to public officers by the 
Financial Management Board (FMB) under section 5(1) of the Financial Administration Act 
(FAA). According to section 4(1) of the FAA, the FMB can issue directives on all matters 
related to the financial management and financial administration of the Government of Nunavut 
(GN) concerning: 

 
a) accounting and budgeting policies; 
b) the Public Accounts and the Estimates; 
c) controlling and recording financial commitments, assets, liabilities, expenditures and 

revenues; 
d) evaluating the efficiency, economy and effectiveness of programs; 
e) reviewing annual and long-term expenditure and revenue plans; and 
f) any other matter referred to it by the Executive Council. 

 
FAM directives provide general requirements and specific guidance for spending, approvals, 
financial reporting and other activities considered necessary to ensure sound and transparent 
financial management and control of and accounting for public resources. 

 
2. Who is responsible for following of FAM directives? 

 

Public officers must ensure that the FMB’s directives are followed in a prompt and efficient 
manner. 

 
3. Who is a public officer? 

 

Public officers are defined in section 1(1) the FAA as: 
 

(a) a Minister, 
(b) the Commissioner, 
(c) the Deputy Commissioner, 
(d) an individual employed in the public service, 
(e) the Clerk of the Legislative Assembly and the officers and employees of the Office of the 

Legislative Assembly; 
(f) a revenue officer, or 
(g) a person acting as an agent of the Government. 

 
4. What is a directive? 

 

According to section 1(1) of the FAA, a directive means a written statement of specific action to 
be followed in carrying out the policy of the Government, issued under this Act. 

 

Each directive contains a policy section setting out the specific financial policy of the 
Government that is covered by the directive, a directive section that states the specific action 
to be followed in carrying out the policy and specifies the applicability of the directive, and a 
provisions section that sets out specific requirements and steps to be followed in implementing 
the directive. A directive may contain a definitions section that explains key terms. 

http://www.justice.gov.nu.ca/apps/fetch/download.aspx?file=Consolidated%2BLaw%2fCurrent%2f634961974915926250-171852370-consRSNWT1988cF-4.pdf
http://www.justice.gov.nu.ca/apps/fetch/download.aspx?file=Consolidated%2BLaw%2fCurrent%2f634961974915926250-171852370-consRSNWT1988cF-4.pdf


5. What is a directive based on? 
 

The FAM directives are based on the requirements of the Nunavut Act, FAA, regulations under 
the acts, other GN legislation, and the Canadian public sector accounting standards (PSAS), 
which represent generally accepted accounting principles for governments as recommended 
by the Public Sector Accounting Board of Canada. 

 

6. What is the scope of a directive? 
 

During the review process, the issue of applicability is addressed and the applicability of the 
directive to government departments and public agencies is stated in the directive section of 
the reviewed directive. 

 
7. Who decides to make changes in FAM directives and what is the process? 

 

Suggestions about the need for new directives and changes to existing directives can come 
from government departments and public agencies. As well, the Deputy Minister of Finance, 
the Central Accountability Committee (CAC) or the FMB can request a new directive or 
changes to an existing directive. 

 
The process involves a detailed analysis of the problem or issue, through research and 
collaboration with all stakeholders. The directive drafts are reviewed and approved by the 
Comptroller General and the Deputy Minister of Finance before being submitted to the FMB for 
final approval. 

 
8.  Why are changes to FAM directives necessary? 

 

Changes to FAM directives are necessary for various reasons. These reasons include 
changes to acts or new acts, PSAS changes and emerging issues that have to be addressed 
in the FAM (e.g., the Greenhouse Gas Pollution Pricing Act). 

 
9. Who is responsible for the management and maintenance of the FAM? 

 

The Office of the Comptroller General is responsible for the management and maintenance of 
the FAM. The Comptroller General is appointed by the Minister of Finance and is responsible 
for establishing and maintaining financial systems and procedures for the GN. 

 
10. How do I find a specific directive? 

 

The FAM can be found in the “Reference Manuals” section of GN intranet. The directives are 
organized in numerical order and the name of the directive is displayed as part of the link. 

 
If you do not know the directive number or name of the directive you are looking for, you can 
go to the "Table of Contents" which shows the structure of the FAM and lists all directives it 
contains. 

https://www.gov.nu.ca/finance/information/financial-administration-manual
https://gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/fam_toc_october_2019.pdf


11. How do I locate information about a topic? 
 

The best way is to use the "Search" function, which is located at the far right of the toolbar. 
Type the keywords into the search field to find FAM directives related to the topic that you are 
interested in. 

 
Another way is to go to the "Subject Index" or “Glossary” links, where you will find an 
alphabetical listing. The number on the right indicates what directive to refer to for information 
on that subject or term. 

 
12. How do I know if a directive is new, revised or has been revoked? 

 

Only the current approved version of a directive is available on GN intranet. 
 
13. How will users be notified of updates to the FAM? 

 

Notification of new, revised or deleted directives is done through GN information bulletins, 
which are periodic emails sent to all GN employees. 

 
14. Whom do I contact if I have a question or comment? 

 

If you have a question about a specific directive, please email FAM@gov.nu.ca. There is a one 
workday turnaround time to acknowledge the request, assess the complexity of the request, 
establish the timeline for reply and communicate it to the person who sent the request. If 
possible, simple requests are answered the same day. When a request is received, an 
automatic acknowledgement email is sent to the sender. 

http://www.gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/fam_subject_index_nov_2017.pdf
https://www.gov.nu.ca/sites/default/files/glossary_0.pdf
mailto:FAM@gov.nu.ca

