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 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) for the Common Travel Area 
between Nunavut and the Northwest Territories and Nunavut and 
Churchill, MB. 
 
 
I’m a Nunavut (NU) resident wanting to visit the Northwest Territories (NWT) or Churchill, 
MB. Do I need to isolate upon arrival in NWT?  
- Nunavummiut who have not left the territory within the past 14 days are able to travel to the 

Northwest Territories or Churchill without needing to self-isolate upon arrival.  
 
I’m a Nunavut resident ready to return from my trip to the NWT or Churchill. Do I need to 
isolate in a GN designated isolation facility before returning to Nunavut?  
- Nunavummiut returning home from their visit to the NWT or Churchill do not have to isolate 

provided that they spent the duration of their trip within the Common Travel Area. 
 
I’ve just returned to Nunavut from a mandatory isolation period in a GN designated 
isolation facility and am wanting to travel to NWT or Churchill. Is this permitted?  
- For information and restrictions on the current travel measures in place in the Northwest 

Territories, please visit https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/travel-moving-
around/travellers-arriving-nwt. Information on travel to Manitoba can be found at 
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/infomanitobans/index.html. 

 
I’m a Nunavut resident who is ready to begin planning a trip to NWT or Churchill. What 
do I need to do before travelling there, and before returning to Nunavut?  

- Nunavummiut wishing to travel to NWT should be made aware of the current measures 
in place in NWT, which can be found at https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-
19/en/services/travel-moving-around/travellers-arriving-nwt. Information on travel to 
Manitoba can be found at https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/infomanitobans/index.html  

- Before returning to Nunavut, travellers will need to submit a Traveller’s Declaration to 
CPHOTravelRequests@gov.nu.ca. Travellers should submit their declaration within 
two to seven business days before their scheduled flight to Nunavut. If approved, 
they will receive a written letter of authorization from the office of the Chief Public Health 
Officer before travel is permitted. This letter is valid for one week and will need to be 
presented to your air carrier before boarding is permitted. 
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I’m a resident of NWT or Churchill looking to travel to Nunavut. Now that this Common 
Travel Area is in place, can I book a flight to Nunavut and begin planning my travel?  

- Before entering Nunavut, travellers from the NWT or Churchill must submit a Traveller’s 
Declaration to CPHOTravelRequests@gov.nu.ca. Travellers should submit their 
declaration within two to seven business days before their scheduled flight to 
Nunavut. If approved, they will receive a written letter of authorization from the office of 
the Chief Public Health Officer before travel is permitted. This letter is valid for one 
week and will need to be presented to your air carrier before boarding is 
permitted.  

 
Why is a Traveller Declaration needed if there is no need to self-isolate when travelling in 
the Common Travel Area?  

- The Traveller’s Declaration adds an additional layer of verification so that public health 
officials can ensure all passengers travelling back to Nunavut meet the conditions 
necessary for entry and do not pose a risk of introducing COVID-19 into the territory. If 
necessary, Traveller’s Declarations can also be used to assist in contact tracing, in the 
event that a positive case is confirmed.  

 
My family is planning a vacation in NWT or Churchill. Upon returning in Nunavut, do we 
need to self-isolate?  

- No, Nunavummiut do not need to self-isolate when they return to the territory, provided 
that all family members have spent the duration of their trip within the Common Travel 
Area (in this case, within the Northwest Territories or Churchill).  

 
I’ve heard that Northwest Territories is now allowing in new residents to work or study. 
Will these new residents be permitted to come into Nunavut?  

- Any NWT resident who has been within the NWT for 14 days or more can apply to enter 
Nunavut, as long as they meet the conditions necessary for travel.  

 
I am a Nunavut resident, planning on taking a vacation in Yellowknife this summer. If I 
travel to Alberta for a week, then return to the NWT, will I still need to isolate before 
returning to Nunavut? If so, where will I isolate, and who pays for that?  

- Yes. As part of the Traveller’s Declaration, travellers must agree to remain within the 
Common Travel Area for the duration of their trip. If a Nunavut resident trying to travel 
back to the Nunavut has left the Common Travel Area within 14 days of their scheduled 
return flight (in this case, if they have left the Northwest Territories to go to Alberta) then 
a two-week isolation is required at the GN designated isolation facility in Yellowknife.  

- The Government of Nunavut will continue to cover the costs associated with the GN 
designated isolation facilities. 
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I am a Nunavut resident. If I briefly visit or another part of Manitoba outside Churchill 
during my time outside of the territory, can I return to Nunavut without isolating?  

- No. Travel between Nunavut and NWT or Manitoba without isolating for 14 days is only 
permitted for those who have been physically present in the Common Travel Area for 
two weeks before travel.  

 
I’ve been in Nunavut as a critical worker for three months now, on a six months contract 
and I want to take a one-week vacation to Yellowknife or Churchill. Can I, and will I be 
allowed to return to Nunavut?  

- Non-resident critical workers looking to travel into the Northwest Territories need to be 
aware of travel measures in place within the NWT before booking travel. For information 
and restrictions on the current travel measures in place in the Northwest Territories, 
please visit https://www.gov.nt.ca/covid-19/en/services/travel-moving-around/travellers-
arriving-nwt  

- If you are resident critical worker in Nunavut, note that you will be unable to travel during 
your first 14 days in the territory under both the critical worker agreement and under the 
travel requirements of the Common Travel Area. After this period, you fall under the 
same travel measures as all other NU residents who have been in the Common Travel 
Area for two weeks or longer.  

 
Is the GN designated isolation facility in Yellowknife still running? 

- The GN designated isolation facility in Yellowknife will remain open for Nunavut 
residents returning to Nunavut after visiting or receiving medical care in jurisdictions 
outside of the Common Travel Area, whose return trip requires them to pass through the 
Northwest Territories. 

 
What happens if/when there is a case in either NWT or NU?  

- If COVID-19 is detected in either territory, then public health measures, including border 
restrictions, may be reintroduced. If Nunavummiut are in the Northwest Territories when 
border measures are reintroduced, they will be required to complete the 14-day isolation 
period at a GN designated isolation facility before being permitted to return to Nunavut.  

 
What happens if there is a case in Nunavut while I away in the Common Travel Area? 

- Depending on the public health measures that are deemed necessary at the time, you 
may need to complete a 14-day isolation period in a GN designated isolation facility 
before being permitted to return.  
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What happens if NWT widens their bubble to out of territory residents, travellers, 
workers? Do we reassess and close border again?  

- The Government of Nunavut will constantly assess the safety and risk of the Common 
Travel Area. If the Northwest Territories introduces additional measures to their travel 
bubble, then the Government of Nunavut will assess and adjust as necessary to mitigate 
the risk to public health.  

 
I am a Nunavut resident currently in the GN designated isolation facility in Yellowknife. 
With the introduction of the Common Travel Area am I allowed to leave the isolation 
facility and return home to Nunavut right away?  

- This depends. If you a traveller completing your 14-day isolation, but you have been 
physically present in the Northwest Territories for at least two weeks, then you will be 
permitted to return to Nunavut right away.  

- If you are isolating in Yellowknife because you have just completed medical treatment or 
other travel outside of the Northwest Territories, then you will need to complete the full 
14-day isolation before being permitted to return to Nunavut. This is because you will 
have to isolate both to meet the NWT’s isolation requirements, and also meet the travel 
requirements under the Common Travel Area.  

 


